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Slaughterhouse of De Palma |

WHEN Ben Hecht wroke the
screenplay of “‘Scarface’
(189321, two hard-eyed
strangers  knocked on his
doar at midnight, 15 this
the stuff about Al Capone?™
they asked. No, said Hecht:
the bitle was only a come-on.
0 tell AL Wha's this fel-
low Howard Hughes?"
“He's the sucker with the
money.” “0OK, The kell with
him." And they left,

Tweniy:five years later Eliat
KNess, the Prohibition agent wha
bad caught Capone on incame-
tax charges, wrate a boak am
thie case. Soon alterwands, b
died of a heart attack. Aodd 1a
1959, when CBS televized
Wess's story, Capome's wilow
sued for @ million dollars. Foe-
tanatoly she loste,

S50 “Take came” (ns Capoae
wsed to warn hostile witiesseid
meight be goed advice to Brian
De Palma, diecctor of The
Untonchables (15 Empire.
Lelcester Square).

The Blm takes its gitle from
Miess's book, the CES broudcast,
and a weekly sories later
screcned by ABS. Lean, callow,
wary-cyed Kevin Costner plays
Mess: amd  his  apponent = the
Eliol Ness Moaster, or Mob-
ster=is brilliangly portrayed by
Robert De Mirm, who pat on
alibs far the part.

After monumental apening
tigles, with Enpmio Momcone's
rinsic hanmering our atfention,
dm overhsad rane shiel shHows

RICHARD MAYNE

on a new view of
Copone et al

Capane Inllingv in a barher's
chair, flanked by bodyguands, in
the Lexington Hatel, Chicago,
his principal base. As soft amd
simisfer as Field Marshal Goe-
ring, he exudes mensos, It seon
explodes, literaily, when a small
girl runs after a man she thinks
has left his bhoefcase in & bar by
imistake. The bartender has
refused to pay his dises,

Carnage harpesies cur symi-
pathy for Ness and  his
vulnerable young [amify, At
first he fuils, bolldooang & ware-
heuse o find nof booch bot
Japapese novelties. The cops
are on the fake, and someone
has talked. But with the help of
an old Irish patralman {Sean
Conneey with a8 serviceable
accent,) Mess recrails his team
fromm the Police Academsy: "I
youi‘re afraid of getting a roften
apple. donl go o the barrel-
eet ot off thie tree.”

The recruits are the Unouch-
abiles, schematised to four in
Dhavid Mamet™s adroit !ﬂ.‘r||t,lo!
Ness, Makome, Stome {an [talo-
Amerscan cop e Peir) apd
W.:Il:rr:,_.:t Federal accoantant,
played with touching comedy by
Charles Martin Semith. Twa ol
them are slaughtered before the
fitm crds: buat Capone gefs his
10-vear tax-fraud semtence after

the judge has replaced the arigi-
nal bribed jury

This actually bhappened
There was also a real Malane,
sametimes known as 07 Rourke,
althoagh be was an undercover
agent who could pass as Ialian.
Wallace seems 1o he based om
Frank J. Wilsan, the bespecta-
cled Imbermal Revemue agent
wha led the gproup nspecting
Capone's books. To this &xtent
thi: film s awthenticz and 1 Loy
mgly reconstrucis & 'S-II.HIIH}
sepia Old Chicago, with vintage
cars and gangsiers in fedaras,
b suis, spats and twe-tene
shoes, |

Yet for all dts gloss, 1 fosind
“The Untouchablex™ unlike-
able. The ‘only arrests made
heere by Mess's crusaders seem
to have been cardiac, Im the
film. Mess even kills Capomo's
“enforcer,”” Frank Nitti, who in
fact lived on to meet a violent
eiwd im 1545 His Blm death iz an
operatic Hitchoock swoop from
a high bailding. And De Falma
alse echoos Ebsenstoen™s “Hai-
Heship Potemkin®™ in an equally
-urli.-.-:d scene af l.ini.-uu: Station,
with a pram in the midst of a
masdsiere  Hittuping down  the
muarkle, Odessaliloe steps.

Capone's life was sdmimedly
a mixture of greed, cormuption,
savape cruelty and sentimental
tripe. Hence the many books
and flms abowt him. But his
Chicagn was a richer, maore
ambivalent amd gruesemely
el HEce than ehis obd-Task-
sl hattleground of vice aml

virtue, d la "Drageet™, The Val-
stead
spawned bootlegging. As Ca-
pone remarked an his way 1a
Atlanta Penitentiary, “Thes
oaght to make it legitinie.”
Bad law muakes hard cases. It
could have made a better im.
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TRY MNOT to miss Allss Mary
(15 Curpon FPhoenix!, In ths,

Julse Christic plays an English
governess with an English.
speaking Argeatine family from
1558 ta 1945, 1ed director, Marig
Luisa Bemberg, seems fo have a
fallaciows, agit-prap view of bis-
fory. She forgets that Hipdlito
Irigayen, the Radical President
depaged by 8 military eoup in
1350, had become coaservative
before his fall; and she hails
Juan Perdn rather a5 a demo-
crat tham as a fascist.

But apart from tendenticos

opening and closing tithes, and a
Tew lines of dialegue (Do you

think my fanly s mad? Do you
think we have oo misch mos-
ey, the flm coud alimost
have Been made by James
Ivory. Im enchanting sunlight. it
eaplores the clash and dsbers
twining of bwo cultures, againg
8 backgrownd of charming
el AonEs

1 liked the luxury=and the
jokes, “What's a-SacialistT™" ask
the children. “ln England, wa
call them robbers,’” lic govern-
ey replies
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